Science Terms

“Changes in the Earth’s Surface”

Lesson 1

volcano – a type of mountain with an opening at the top through which lava, ash, or other types of 

volcanic rock flow

vent – the opening at the top of the volcano

magma – hot melted rock and gases from deep inside the earth

erupt – to burst out

lava – melted rock (magma) that erupts out onto the earth’s surface (outside the volcano)

earthquake – shaking or sliding of parts of the earth’s surface

volcanologists – people who study volcanoes

islands – some are formed from underwater volcanoes that reached the ocean’s surface

satellites – an instrument in space used to predict an earthquake

Lesson 2

landforms – a shape on the earth’s surface

plain – a large flat area of land

plateau – a large flat area that is also very high

mountain – a very high place with a pointed or rounded top (peak)

valley – low area between mountains and hills

hill – a shorter high place with a rounded top

cliff – a steep wall of rock or soil 

coast – a place where land and ocean meet

glacier – a huge area of moving ice

Lesson 3

weathering – is the breaking down and changing of rocks (by water or glaciers, changing temperatures, 

and living things)

erosion – the carrying away of weathered rocks or soils by water, wind, and gravity 

Lesson 4

terrace – steps cut into hillsides to make it easier to farm

Living things affecting the earth’s surface:

1. people digging, building, or planting

2. animals digging tunnels (ex. earthworms, ants, and prairie dogs)

3. animal waste add nutrients to the soil

Help prevent erosion: 

1. trees and plants protect the soil from wind and rain.

· Trees shield against wind

· Tree and plant roots hold soil in place

2. wind fences

3. terrace farming

4. planting certain crops

Cause of erosion:
1. rivers (water)

2. glaciers

3. wind

4. gravity (carries away weathered material)

5. building roads

